Coming Boldly To The Throne Of God!                                                                                    Approaching a Holy God                                                                 Heb 4:14-16
I. Introduction
A. Heb 4:14-16 As The People of God we are all encouraged to Come Boldly To The Throne of God to find Grace and Mercy in the time of need!
B. At The Throne of God we can find Grace = Unmerited Favor (receiving what we do not deserve) and we can find Mercy = Pardon (not receiving the punishment we deserve)!
C. Psalm 89:14-God’s Throne is a place of Righteousness, Justice, Mercy, Grace and Truth!
D. Heb 7:18-19-Christ’s sacrifice not only allows us to “come boldly” to the Throne of Grace, but also allows us to come “near” God!
E. Was it always the case that man could approach The Throne of God Boldly?
…No! Access to God and His throne was restricted prior to Christ’s sacrifice!
II. What do we know about God, The One Who Resides on The Throne?
A. God is The Creator and Sustainer of All Things! Gen 1:1, Psa 33:8-9
B. God is Spirit! John 4:24. He can fill heaven and earth Jer 23:23
C. God is Eternal, Immortal and Invisible-I Tim 1:17
D. God is our Sovereign King! Psa 5:2, Psa 95:3
E. God Is Holy! Psa 99:5, Psa 99:9, Psa 47:8
*God is Holy and will not fellowship with the unholy or unclean! Therefore, in order for man to approach God he must first be made holy!
III. Access To God Under The Law Of Moses
A. Under The OT System Man was restricted from coming “near” God or His throne as the way to God had not yet been opened up (Christ’s sacrifice had not been made). Although Israel was “close” to God in proximity (the camp surrounded the Tabernacle where God resided) the people were restricted from entering the Tabernacle and had no access to the Throne of God!
B. The Layout of The Camp of Israel and The People-The Tabernacle was located in the Center of the camp and thus God was to be at the Center of their lives!
*As God is Holy, The People who lived in proximity to God were expected to be Holy-Lev 19:1-2
C. The Priests of The Lord Lived closer to the Tabernacle in the inner portion of the camp and thus were allowed to come “closer to God in proximity”. The Priests were allowed to make sacrifices on the bronze altar, and had to wash in the Laver prior to entering the Holy place. However, the priests were not allowed access to The Throne of God behind the partition. Why?...God is Holy and The Great sacrifice for sin had not been made.
*As God is Holy, The Priests of The Lord were required to be Holy-Lev 21:5-6
D. The High Priest also lived in the inner aspects of the camp and was the only man allowed to approach The Throne of God 1/year on The Day Of Atonement!
*As God is Holy, The High Priest must also be Holy! Ex 28:36-38
E. The Day of Atonement was a type/figure/shadow of The 1 Great Sacrifice of Christ! Lev 16:11, 14
F. The Mercy Seat (The Top of The Ark of The Covenant) was The Throne of God and the presence of the Lord hovered over the Mercy Seat in a cloud between the Cherubim. Ex 25:21-22 
IV. Judgments For Those Coming Near The Ark/God’s Throne Contrary to His Instructions…
A. The Example Of Nadab and Abihu-Lev 10:1-3
B. The Example Of Uzzah-2 Sam 6:6-7
C. The High Priest-Lev 16:1-2
V. Jesus, Our High Priest Opened The Way To God Allowing Us To “Draw Near” To God Through His Blood (Sacrifice)!
A. Jesus Came in the Flesh to make Atonement for Sin and became our Faithful and Merciful High Priest! Heb 2:14-17
B. As High Priest Jesus came to offer A Sacrifice for Sin! Heb 5:1
C. The Sacrifice and The Eternal Redemption Made in Heaven! Heb 9:11-15
D. The Actions of The High Priest on The Day of Atonement were a figure/shadow of The 1 Great sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf!
E. Jesus’ Sacrifice opened the way to God (The Veil of The Temple was torn in two) allowing free access to The Throne of God! Luke 23:44-46, Heb 10:19-22, Eph 2:13
F. Through The Blood of Christ, we can now all Boldly approach the Throne of God and find Mercy and Grace in the time of need! Heb 4:16

