The Just Shall Live By Faith!                                                                                                                   Hab 1:1-4
I. Introduction
   A. Does Man Have The Inherent Right To Question/Challenge The Eternal God In Heaven?..This Question will be answered in our lesson!
   B. Hab 1:1-4 The Prophet Habakkuk laments regarding the conditions he sees with his eyes in Isreal! There is sin, violence, plundering, strife and contentions and thus evil reigns!
   C. Thus Habakkuk is moved to question The Lord God regarding the situation and wonders if there is truly justice! Will God act and save?
II. Our World Today Is Much Like That Of Habakkuk’s: There is Rampant Sin, Violence and Injustice!
    A. Satan is The God/Ruler Of This World! John 12:31, I John 5:19
    B. The State Of This World In “The Last Days”! 2 Tim 3:1-5, Rom 1:28-32
III. Questions That Men May Possibly Ask
· Why Has God Allowed This?
· Does God See and Know What is Happening?
· Is God Going To Do Anything About This?
· Is There Truly Such a Thing Justice/Righteousness?
   
*Does Man Have The Inherent Right To Question or Challenge God?                                           …No! Man does not have the inherent right to question God on any subject or at any time! -Paul makes this point in Rom 9:20 “O man who are you to reply against God”                      -Job was rebuked by God when he questioned and challenged God’s justice-Job 40:8
*God may have allowed Habakkuk to ask Him questions as it was God’s Will to answer these specific questions FOR ALL GENERATIONS TO COME!
IV. The First Question Of Habakkuk The Prophet To The Lord
   A. Hab 1:1-4 Why Do You Allow Sin, Violence and Injustice To Prevail?
   **The Lord’s Response: Hab 1:5-10 I See and Know What Is Happening and Will Act! God plans to send The Chaldeans (The Babylonians) who are terrible and harsh to punish and discipline His people for their sin!
   B. God Is Always Working Behind The Scenes! John 5:17, John 5:19, we simply do not have knowledge of His thinking, planning and actions!
V. The Second Question Of Habakkuk The Prophet To The Lord
   A. Hab 1:12-13, 17. How Can A Holy God Use Such An Impure and Godless Agent (The Babylonians) to discipline His people?
   B. Hab 2:1-Habakkuk will wait for The Lord’s Reply!
**The Lord’s Response: Hab 2:2-4 The Lord Gives a 2 Part Answer:
  1. The Just Shall Live By Faith!
   *What Is Faith?...Faith is Belief, Trust and Confidence in God!
   *What is the meaning of “The Just Shall Live By Faith”?                                                                                    …God is saying Don’t worry about the violence and injustices you see around you, My People are to “live by faith/live by the Word of God”, have faith and confidence that I will punish all unrighteous at the proper time!
  2. God Will Judge The Proud (The Babylonians)! Hab 2:8
    *Notice that God expresses numerous WOES against The Babylonians due to their sins.
· Woe to the proud, possessed with the lust of conquest and plunder!- Hab 2:5-8
· Woe to their efforts to build a permanent empire through cruelty and godless gain! - Hab 2:9-11
· Woe to those who build cities with bloodshed! - Hab 2:12-14
· Woe to those with cruelty in their treatment of those they conquered! - Hab 2:15-17
· Woe to those given over to idolatry!- Hab 2:18-20
    *Notice that God did indeed Judge Babylon-Isa 21:9
VI. Habakkuk Expresses His Great Faith In God! 
     A. Habakkuk’s Profession of Faith In God! Hab 3:17-19
     B. Habakkuk is able to express great faith in God knowing that God sees all, knows all and will punish all unrighteousness!
    C. We also as Christians are told the same words as Habakkuk “The Just Shall Live By Faith”! Heb 10:37-39, Rom 1:17, Gal 3:11.
    D. Our Lesson: When we see evil, sin, and violence in the world today we should not worry, we should not get anxious and we should not QUESTION GOD! Rather we should remember the words already given from Heaven: “The Just Shall Live By Faith”! We must endeavor to Obey God and Trust that He will punish all unrighteousness!

