When Worship Is Unacceptable To God                                                                                             Amos 5:21-24
I. Introduction
In Strong Language God Rejects The Worship of Israel!
· V21 "I hate, I despise your feast days!
· V 21 And I do not savor your sacred assemblies! 
· V22 Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them!
· V22 Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings!
· V23 Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.
II. When Is Worship Unacceptable To God?
1. When The 1 True God is Not The Object of Worship!
God must be the only Object of Worship-Ex 20:1-5
God is a Jealous God! Ex 34:12-14                                                                                       *Jealous = Zealous/Passionate/ Intense Fervor in Regards to Our Righteousness and Our Faithfulness to Him alone!!!
Israel offers up sacrifices to false gods-Ezek 8:6-18
*There is only 1 True God-Deut 6:4
…..He has revealed Himself as “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) Ex 3:6 God of the Promise of Salvation
…He has revealed Himself as “The God of Israel” Psa 41:13 The Nation through which The Savior would descend!
…His name is “Jehovah/Yahweh/The Lord (The Existing One) Ex 13:13-14
*The 1 True God must be the only Object of Worship! Psa 95:6-7, Psa 96:7-9, Matt 4:10
2. When We are Actively Sinning against God without repentance!
Isa 1:10-20
· V13 “I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting”!
· What is The Solution?...repent and be cleansed, then worship God! V16-17
· Amos 5:24 “But let justice run down like water and righteousness like a mighty stream”
3. When Worship is not offered by Faith!
The Example of Cain and Abel-Gen 4:1-7
Why did God reject Cain’s offering?...It was not offered by faith!
*What is faith?....The Word of God-Rom 10:17
*God can only be pleased by Faith! Heb 11:6
4. When We make sacrifices based upon Presumption!
The Example of Nadab and Abihu-Lev 10:1-4
*Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord for Offering That which God had Not Commanded!
…Men presume to offer up sacrifices that are Not Commanded today Under Christ-Interpretive dance, Holy Ghost dance, theatrical plays, political speeches, Mechanical music
*Presumptive sins are described as “Great Transgression” Psa 19:13
*They are called “the sacrifice of fools” in Eccle 5:1
5. When we fail to offer God our First/Best!
*Israel Offers worthless sacrifices to God (The lame, the blind and sick) Mal 1:6-14 ….These sacrifices were not accepted by God! V10                                                              *God asks, would you offer this to your Governor?                                                                       *We must offer God our First/Best! Prov 3:9-10, Rom 12:1
6. When we substitute man’s desires/commandments for The Commandments of God!                                                                                       *Jesus teaches that the commandments of men lead to vain worship-Matt 15:8-9  *Men sometimes lay aside God’s commands for their own! Mark 7:8
….A prime example I Easter. Man has instituted easter to commemorate the Death, burial and resurrection of Christ 1 /yr and ignored the commandment of The Lord to observe the Lord’s Supper which commemorates His D/B/R every week (I Cor 11:24, Acts 20:7)
7. When Worship is not offered in Spirit and Truth as Commanded by The Lord!                                                                                                                                                  The Lord commands Worship in Spirit and in Truth-John 4:23-24
· *Worshiping in Spirit Means approaching God with the Right attitude, an attitude Love, Joy and Thankfulness for all that He has done!
· God is seeking Our Total Being, The Total Essence of who we are, God wants our Our Hearts/Souls/ Mind! Our Love!
· Worshiping God in Truth Simply means worshiping God                                       …………According to the Word of God!
· John 17:17 “ 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Thy word is truth. 
· God simply wants us to offer back to Him, what He has commanded!

