The 144,000 Rev 7                                                                                                                                     The Sealing of The Saints Of God Prior                                                     To The Judgment Of Rome
I. Introduction
   A. The Purpose Of Revelation Chapter 7 is To Comfort and Encourage The Saints Of God To Overcome The Roman Persecution and Remain Faithful To God!
   B. In Revelation Chapter 7 there are 2 Visions From The Lord:                                                                             1. The Vision Of The Sealing Of The 144,000 On The Earth                                                                      2. The Vision Of The Multitude In Heaven     
II. Review Of End Of Rev 6
   A. In Rev 6:10 In The Vision Of The Souls Under The Altar Of God, The Martyrs Cry out To God stating “"How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 
   B. The Lord’s Response: Judgment Is Coming! God heard their cries and will Avenge their blood! The Judgment Of Rome Is Coming! Rev 6:17
   C. Finally, In Rev 6:17 The Question is Asked, Who Will Survive The Coming Judgment?
   D. The Answer Is Given In Revelation Chapter 7, 2 Groups Will Survive The Coming Judgment:
1. The 144,000 Sealed By God On The Earth!                                                                                                                                    2. The Multitude In Heaven Who Overcame The Great Tribulation!     
III. The Vision Of The Sealing Of The 144,000 On The Earth
    A. Rev 7:1-8 The Sealing Of The 144,000 (The Sealed Of Israel).
    B. The Winds Of The Earth. The Wind is Symbolic of The Coming Destruction and Judgment of God! Notice God’s Use of Destroying Winds in The OT: Jer 49:36, Jer 25:32, Jer 51:1
    C. The Symbolism of the Number 4: There are 4 Angels standing at the 4 Corners of the Earth, holding back the 4 Winds! 4 is symbolic of The Whole World! Isa 11:12. Thus The Judgment To Come will effect The Whole World (The Roman Empire)!
    D. Rev 7:3 The Judgment will effect the Earth, Seas, Trees and eventually Man! God Will Use NATURAL DISASTERS in Judgment of Rome (Thus God will use The Earth to judge man which will be seen in Rev Chapter 8).
    E. The Presence of THE ANGELS indicate that The Judgment is from God as they serve Him and that they will assist the people of God as they are ministering servants sent to assist those who will inherit salvation! Heb 1:14
    F. Rev 7:2-3 Indicates that an Angel with The Seal Of The Living God said “Do no harm..till we have sealed the servants of God on their foreheads”! God is Sealing The Servants of God To Protect Them From The Coming Judgment!
    G. The Saints Of God were Sealed In The OT to protect them from impending Judgment: Ezek 9:3-7-Those who were Sealed (The Righteous) were protected and Those who were not Sealed (The Unrighteous) were Judged!
   E. As Christians, we are also Sealed by God, with The Holy Spirit when we Obey God! Eph 1:13-14, Eph 4:30, 2 Cor 1:21-22, Rom 8:9. Thus, we are also protected from the Judgment to Come when Jesus returns, if we remain faithful to God!
  F. Rev 7:4 God Seals 144,000 of The Tribes of Israel! Is this number literal or symbolic? ..The Number is Symbolic as are most numbers in Revelation as John indicates in Rev 1:1 that the book is written in Signs and Symbols!                                                                      ..The Number 12 is symbolic of the full religious number as there were 12 Patriarchs from the OT and 12 Apostles from the NT. 12 X 12 X 1000 (another full number) = 144,000    *144,000 thus represents The Full Number Of The People of God Sealed (protected) on The Earth Prior to The Judgment Of God!
 G. Who Are The 12 Tribes Of The Children Of Israel?...This Represents Spiritual Israel; Christians, those who hear and obey God by faith! Rom 2:28-29-The True Jew is one who is circumcised of the heart, not the flesh! Gal 6:16 Paul calls Christians “The Israel of God” as we are “Spiritual Israel”. Phil 3:2-3 Paul states that Christians are “the circumcision” of God as we hear and obey God!
  H. Why were many Jews not God’s “True Israel”?...They Stumbled at The Stumbling Stone”, They did not profess Faith in Christ! Rom 9:30-33
   I. What is seen in the Vision of The 144,000 is God’s Protection for the people of God prior to The Coming Judgment of Rome. 
IV. The Vision Of The Multitude In Heaven
   A. Rev 7:9-17 A Vision of A Great Multitude of Martyrs in Heaven Who Overcame The Great Tribulation/Persecution of Rome!
   B. This Vision is a Picture Of Glory and Victory over The Enemies Of God (Roman Idolatry and Satan who gave Rome its Power (Rev 13:2). These are the saints of God who have Overcome Rome and remained faithful to God and followed The Lamb (Rev 14:4)
   C. Who Will Overcome and Survive The Coming Judgment Of God?                                                   1. The 144,000 Sealed By God On The Earth!                                                                                                                                    2. The Multitude In Heaven Who Overcame The Great Tribulation!
   D. Will God Forget or Lose any of His Own in The Judgement?                                            …The Answer Is No! God Knows His Own as He has Sealed His People! Rom 8:9,                 2 Tim 2:19

