Is Christ Divided?                                                                                                                                      I Cor 1:10-13
I. Introduction
    A. Denominationalism is present and prevalent in this country, as well as across the world! Despite teaching and practicing widely different doctrines and traditions, all of these divisions claim to be part of the same spiritual body of Christ!
   B. This purpose of this lesson is to examine what The Bible Teaches regarding these man-made religious divisions. 
   C. Is It the plan/will of God to have thousands of different divisions in Christ teaching and practicing different doctrines and traditions or to have 1 spiritual body simply teaching the truth: The Word Of God?...This is what we will examine in this lesson.
II. The Plan/Will Of God
   A. I Cor 1:10-13 -Paul Condemns divisions in Christ and exhorts the people of God to speak and teach the same thing: The Word Of God!
   B. I Cor 1:10-13-Paul notes some of the divisions that have developed in Corinth, “I am of Paul, I am of Cephas” etc
   C. I Cor 1:10-13 Paul asks the Rhetorical Question “Is Christ Divided?...and the scriptural answer is No! The Plan/Will of God has always been 1 Spiritual Body of Christ/1 Place Of Salvation (Eph 4:4)
II. The Plague/Blight Of Denominationalism
   1. Denominations Are Not A Part Of The Plan/Will Of God!
    A. God never speaks of them, prophesies of them, nor endorses them in His Word! Therefore, denominations are not from God, and are not a part of His plan of salvation!
    B. Amos 3:7-Notice that God always reveals His plan/will to His servant through prophesy! Why?..To establish what is True verses that which is False, to establish what is from God, and what is from man! God clearly speaks in advance regarding The Church, His Salvation!
    C. Isa 2:2-3 God Spoke in advance regarding WHERE The Kingdom/Church would be established: IN JERUSALEM!
    D. Isa 9:6-7 God Spoke in advance regarding WHO would establish The Kingdom and sit on the Throne: JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD! Matt 16:18
    E. Dan 2:44 God Spoke in advance regarding WHEN The Kingdom would be established: DURING THE DAYS OF THE KINGS, The Roman Empire!
    F. Mark 9:1 Jesus Prophesied that The Kingdom would come WITH POWER!
    G. Acts 2:1-4 The Kingdom came WITH POWER On The Day Of Pentecost with The Coming of The Holy Spirit!
    H. Acts 2:37-38, Acts 2:41, Acts 2:47-The People heard the message from Peter, were baptized the same day and were added to the Church/Kingdom. Notice that the “Church” were the “Saved” of God!
    I. Notice that not 1 Denomination fulfills the prophecy of Christ (none start in Jerusalem, were established by Jesus, or established during the Roman Empire on the Day Of Pentecost) therefore they are not from God, and are not a part of God’s Salvation!
·              THE BAPTIST CHURCH
· WHEN: 1608
· WHERE: HOLLAND
· WHO: JOHN SMYTH
·  
·            THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
· WHEN: 1521
· WHERE: GERMANY
· WHO: MARTIN LUTHER
·  
·               THE JEHOVAH WITNESSES
· WHEN: 1879
· WHERE: PITTSBURGH PA
· WHO: CHARLES TAZE RUSSEL

    J. Eph 4:4-6 There is only 1 Spiritual Body that fulfills the prophecy of God! Eph 1:7-There is only 1 place of salvation: In Christ, In Him!
   2. Denominations Are Man-Made Divisions, Yet Christ Is Not Divided!
    A. I Cor 3:1-4, I Cor 1:12-13, I Cor 1:10-Paul condemns divisions in Christ! Instead Paul pleads for unity of though and speech through the Word of God!
    B. John 17:20-21-Jesus prays for unity not divisions!
    C. Col 1:18-The Unity of God is seen in The Church with Christ as the 1 Head and The Church as the 1 Spiritual Body!
   3. Denominations Teach Other Gospels, Not The 1 True Gospel Of                 Jesus Christ!
    A. Denominations mix their own doctrine and traditions with The Bible and this is what makes 1 denomination different from the next (this is why Catholics are different from Baptists who are different from Jehovah Witnesses in doctrine and practice!
    B. Gal 1:6-9-When one combines man-made doctrine with the gospel you get another gospel which is a perverted gospel!
    C. Matt 15:9, Mark 7:8-Jesus warns against following the doctrines and traditions of men!
    D. Col 2:8-10-Paul warns against following the doctrines and traditions of men, teaching that we are complete in Christ (The Word Of God)!
    E. Notice Some Common Denominational Errors: “A person is saved at belief” Yet the scriptures teach (Acts 2:38). “Once saved always saved” Yet Paul teaches (Gal 5:4) we can fall from grace or be severed from Christ! “Command to tithe” Yet Paul teaches (2 Cor 9:6-9) that we should give as we “purpose in our hearts”. “Women can preach in the Assembly” Yet Paul teaches that women are to remain silent in the churches (I Cor 14:34-25)
   4. Denominations Will Be Completely Uprooted By Christ!
    A. Matt 15:13-15-Every plant that God has not established with be Uprooted/destroyed!
    B. I Cor 15:24-28-The Kingdom/Church will be delivered to God/Father!

