The Vow Of Jephthah                                                                                                                            Was The Vow Foolish or Prophetic?                                                                                                  Judges 11:29-31
I. Introduction
   A. Judges 11:29-31 -The Spirit of The Lord came upon Jephthah and He made a vow to The Lord to Sacrifice whatever came out of the door of his house if The Lord gave him victory over the enemies of Israel: The Amorites!
   B. Unfortunately for Jephthah, his daughter, his ONLY CHILD came out of the door of his house!!!
   C. The Question for our study is the following: Was The Vow of Jephthah a Foolish Vow to make, or was it somehow Prophetic, predicting events related to Christ?
  D. Most people argue that Jephthah’s Vow was Foolish!
  E. It is notable however that God never once states that Jephthah’s Vow was Foolish, rather instead Jephthah is COMMENDED in The Book of Hebrews as one of the heroes of our faith! Heb 12:32-34
  F. John 5:39 Jesus reminds us all that The OT Scriptures speak of Him (In figures, types, and stories)!
 G. The Story of Jephthah appears to Pre-figure God’s Great Salvation/God’s Plan/Vow to Sacrifice His Only Begotten Son, and The Son’s willingness to carry out this vow!
II. What In The Story Of Jephthah Points To Christ and His Redemptive Work?
    1. Prior To Making The Vow To God Jephthah Was Influenced By The Holy Spirit!
     A. Judges 11:29-31-There is strong evidence that this vow was influenced by God for the purposes of God!
     B. Judges 13:24-14:4-Notice that Samson (another Judge of God) was influenced by The Spirit to ask for something unusual (a Philistine wife) for the purposes of God!
    2. Jephthah Vowed To Sacrifice Whatever Came Out Of His House, and HIS ONLY CHILD Came Out Of The Door Of The House!
     A. Judges 11:34-35-There is Emphasis in the text that Jephthah’s ONLY CHILD was to be sacrificed!
     B. Gen 22-There is also Emphasis in the text where Issac, Abraham’s ONLY SON was to be sacrificed!
    **All of this pre-figures the Sacrifice of THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON: JESUS!
      C. Notice that God/Father also Vowed/Spoke in Advance of The Sacrifice Of His Son! *Rev 13:8-God made the plan to sacrifice His Son “from the foundation of the world”                    *Gen 22:2-God pre-figured His Plan when He Told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac!                               *John 3:16-17-Jesus spoke of God’s plan prior to His Death!
    3. Jephthah’s Daughter, The One To Be Sacrificed Was A VIRGIN! 
      A. Judges 11:37-39-Jephthah’s daughter is called A VIRGIN, which is symbolic of purity, chastity, and even sinlessness (in the NT)!
      B. 2 Cor 11:2-Paul describes the Corinthians as “Virgins” as he wanted to present them without sin before God.
      C. The One to be sacrificed therefore was to be “Sinless” and thus points directly to Christ! Heb 4:15, I Pet 2:22, I Pet 1:18-19. Jesus is The Lamb Of God without blemish or spot!
    4. Jephthah’s Daughter Willingly Offered Herself Up As a Sacrifice!
      A. Judges 11:36-39-Notice that she did not argue with her Father regarding the vow, she willingly carried out the vow!
      B. John 10:11-18-Notice that Jesus also willingly carried out the vow of The Father, He willingly laid down His life!
    5. Jephthah Followed Through With THE SACRIFICE OF HIS ONLY CHILD!
      A. Judges 11:39-As difficult as it must have been, Jephthah followed through with the sacrifice of his ONLY CHILD!
      B. Acts 2:22-24-As difficult as it must haven been, The Father followed through with the sacrifice of His ONLY BEGOTTEN SON!
      C. Rom 8:32-Teaches that God did not Spare His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all!
    6. Jephthah Insisted On Being Head and Commander Over The People If He Won The Victory!
     A. Judges 11:7-11 Jephthah To Be Commander after his Victory!
     B. Matt 28:18-Jesus given All Power and Authority after His Victory over sin, death, Satan!
**Was The Vow of Jephthah Foolish or Prophetic?                                                                …Prophetic! The Story of Jephthah appears to Pre-figure God’s Great Salvation/God’s Plan/Vow to Sacrifice His Only Begotten Son, and The Son’s willingness to carry out The Vow of The Father!

