When God Hears Our Prayers                                                                                                      Dan 9:20-23
I. Introduction
 A. We will consider what is necessary on our part to consistently be heard by God!
 B. Dan 9:20-23-Notice that both Daniel and His Prayer were both highly esteemed by God! The Angel Gabriel states that At the beginning of Daniel’s supplication, the command went out from The Lord to answer Daniel’s Prayer and to give him understanding!
 C. Why was Daniel Beloved of God? Why did God consistently hear the prayers of Daniel?..We will examine this in our lesson this morning!
II. What Is Prayer?
·  A. Prayer is talking to God, or communication of the human soul/spirit with The Lord, Our Maker                                          (The Father of Our Spirits) Eccle 12:7!
· Prayer is a solemn request for help or expression of thanks to God.
· Prayer is the sincere desire of the heart expressed to God, and can be a Form of Fellowship and Worship of God.
B. Using The Scriptures Prayer is…
· It is a "beseeching the Lord" (Ex 32:11)
· It is "praying and crying to heaven"  (2 Chron 32:20)
· It is "seeking unto God and making supplication" (Job 8:5)
· It is "drawing near to God" (Ps 73:28) 
· It is "bowing the knees" (Eph 3:14).
· It is "pouring out the soul before the Lord" (1 Sam 1:15)

III. God’s Will Regarding Our Prayers
A. God Truly Desires Our Hearts! Psa 111:1, Psa 119:10, Lam 2:19         
                                                                                                                                                           
B. God Invites Us To Call Upon Him! Jer 33:3, Psa 55:22, Matt 7:7-8
C. God Desires That We Draw Near To Him (Approach Him) in Truth! Psa 145:18        All Those Close to God were strong in Prayer: David, Daniel, Moses, Abraham, Jesus, Mary, Anna, etc.
 IV. When Does God Hear Our Prayers?
1. God Hears Our Prayers When We Demonstrate Faith In Him!                                                          James 1:5-8, Heb 11:6, Mark 11:24
     2. God Hears Our Prayers When We Approach Him With The Right Attitude!  
     We Must Remember When Approaching God In Prayer…
· God is The Almighty! (Gen 17:1) …we are but dust (Gen 3:19)
· God is The Creator! (Gen 1:1)  ….we are the created (Gen 1:26-27)
· God is Holy! (Psa 9:9) …we are sinners (Rom 3:9-10) made holy by God (2 Cor 5:21)
      A. An Attitude of Respect and Reference-Psa 89:7-8, Heb 12:28-29, Psa 95:6, Matt 26:39
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      C. An Attitude of Contrition-Psa 51:16-17, 2 Cor 7:10
      D. An Attitude of Forgiveness-Matt 6:14-15
      E. An Attitude of Thankfulness-I Thess 5:16-18, Phil 4:6, Eph 5:20
      F. An Attitude of Love-Psa 9:1
     3. God Hears Our Prayers When We Approach Him in Sincerity, Fervency and Truth!            
        A True/Sincere Heart Heb 10:22, Psa 145:18, James 5:16, Heb 5:7
     4. God Hears Our Prayers When We Hear and Obey His Commandments!
        I John 3:22, I Peter 3:12
     5. God Hears Our Prayers When We Ask For Things According To His Will!
        I John 5:14, John 14:13-14, James 4:3
     6. God Hears Our Prayers When We Are Persistent In Prayer!
       Luke 18:1-5
     7. God Hears Our Prayers When We Are Constant/Consistent in Prayer!
        Psa 55:17-19, Dan 6:10, I Thess 5:16-18, Rom 12:12, Col 4:2
***Let us all be vigilant, consistent, and persistent in prayer growing closer to God!

