Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh                                                                                                                         2 Cor 12:7-10
I. Introduction
   A. Suffering (which entered this world through sin) is something that effects every single member of the church (either directly or indirectly). 
   B. Paul’s “Thorn In The Flesh”, His request to The Lord, and The Lord’s Reply is a great lesson teaching us today How To Deal With Suffering and How We Should View Suffering.
   C. 2 Cor 12:7-10 Paul discusses his Thorn In The Flesh and The Lord’s Response.
II. What Was Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh?
   A. …Several Possibilities Have Been Proposed By Different Scholars!
· (Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh)  A Pain in His Ear or Head!
· (Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh) Stammering Speech!
· (Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh) Acute Eye Problems!
   B. Paul spoke of problems with his eyesight with The Galatians-Gal 4:13-15, Gal 6:11
   C. Paul never literally reveals his “Thorn In The Flesh” therefore we do not know!
   D. Paul’s “Thorn In The Flesh” may therefore represent “any physical infirmity or malady” that one may suffer from. Therefore this lesson is applicable to anyone suffering from a physical infirmity!
III. Paul’s Reaction To His Thorn In The Flesh	
   A. 2 Cor 12:8 Paul pleaded with The Lord 3 times to remove the “Thorn In The Flesh”!
   B. Was Paul’s Reaction Appropriate (to ask The Lord 3 times to take the Thorn away)?...Yes! God encourages us To Be Persistent In Prayer!
· This is seen in The Parable of The Persistent Widow, who receives justice from an Unjust Judge because of her persistence! Luke 18:1-8
· This Is Seen With Jesus In The Garden of Gethsemane When He Prayed The Same Prayer 3 Times Prior To His Death! Luke 22:39-43
   C. Matt 7:7-8 Jesus Encourages Persistence in Prayer! We should keep on asking/seeking /and knocking to receive what we need from The Lord!

IV. Why Was “The Thorn” Given And By Whom?
   A. Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh was given by Satan to “buffet” Him! 2 Cor 12:7
   B. Buffet means = “to strike with the fist” to strive against, to contend. And so Satan struck Paul with this “thorn” to strike him, harm him and discourage him (that he might lose his faith)!
   C. Remember Satan also inflicted Job with a thorn in the flesh (painful boils from the top of his head to the sole of his feet) to get him to curse God! Job 2:4-7
   D. Despite Satan’s bad intentions, Notice that “The Thorn of The Flesh” was actually allowed by God for Paul’s benefit: to keep him HUMBLE! 2 Cor 12:7
   E. Humility is a Key Christian Grace necessary to enter The Kingdom and to Serve The Lord in His Kingdom-Matt 5:3, James 4:6, I Pet 5:5-7
   F. Paul had been Blessed By The Lord With Many Revelations which could have caused him to be lifted up with Pride!
· On The Road To Damascus - Ac 9:3-6
· In Jerusalem - cf. Ac 22:17-21
· At Troas - Ac 16:8-10
· In Corinth - Ac 18:9-11
· In Jerusalem Again - Ac 23:11
· On His Way to Rome - Ac 27:22-25
· The Vision of Paradise - 2Co 12:1-6

V. Why The Lord Refused To Remove Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh
    A. God Wanted Paul To TRUST IN GOD and Not In Himself! 2 Cor 12:9-10 The Lord Said “My Grace Is Sufficient For You, For My Strength Is Made Perfect In Weakness”! …Sometimes we can trust Ourselves more than we Trust God!
    B. God’s Message: Trust In Me! Have Faith In Me! Depend On Me, and I Will Make You Strong! 
    *God Will Help Us and Make Up For Any Deficiencies We Have and MAKE US WHOLE! 
    C. We Must Always Trust In The Lord In All Situations, but especially when We Suffer! Prov 3:5-6, Psa 37:5, Psa 62:8, Psa 115:9-11, Psa 146:5, Jer 17:7-8
VI. Paul’s Response To God
   A. Paul’s Profession Of His Faith/Trust In God-2 Cor 12:9-10
   B. Paul Now GLORIES In His Infirmity for Christ sake realizing that When He is Weak, Then He Is Strong (In The Lord)!
   C. Paul realizes that his Physical Infirmity (Thorn In The Flesh) has strengthened his relationship with God as He Depends On The Lord and not himself!

