The Sign of The Prophet Jonah                                                                                                    Matt 12:38-40
I. Introduction
A. Read Matt 12:38-40. Jesus makes a Prophecy regarding His Death, Burial and Resurrection and compares it to The Prophet Jonah! 
B. Just as Jonah was 3 days and 3 nights in the belly of the great fish Jesus will be 3 days and 3 nights in the heart of the earth! What does this mean?
C. Notice Jesus tells us Where He will be after is His death “In The Heart of the earth”….And Jesus Tells us How Long He will be there: 3 days and 3 nights!
II. 2 Important Questions We Will Answer
A. What is The Meaning of The Expression 3 days and 3 nights?
B. Where Did Jesus Reside during this period? (Where is the Heart of the earth)?
III. What is The Meaning of Jesus’ Prophecy of 3 `Days and 3 nights?
A. Traditionally it has been taught that Jesus Died on a Friday. remained in the grave all day Saturday, then rose early Sunday Morning .
B. However. many have argued that this model does not leave enough time for a full 3 days and 3 nights, A full 72 hours!
….Some have speculated that Jesus died on Wednesday and rose on Saturday the Sabbath yet this is incorrect! Mark 16:9
…..Others have Speculated that Jesus died on Thursday and rose Sunday afternoon yet this is also incorrect! Mark 16:9
· The Expression “3 days 3 nights” is not a literal statement but is an Idiomatic Expression!                                                                                                                              *Idiom = A figurative expression peculiar to a particular language/culture. 
· When you attempt to interpret an Idiom as a literal statement it does not make sense and it is misunderstood!
· The Expression “3 days 3 nights” = any part of 3 days. 
C. Notice that Jesus used other language to describe the same event!
Matt 16:21-Jesus said He would rise “the third day”
John 2:19-Jesus said He would rise “in 3 days”
Matt 27:63 -Jesus said He would rise “after 3 days”
*All of these expressions describe the same event! These are not different prophecies! *Therefore “3 Days 3 Nights” “The Third Day” “in 3 Days” “After 3 days” are Equivalent expressions used in scripture in reference to the same Prophecy/Prediction!
      *On 17 Separate occasions these expressions were used…                                                                                                                                                  
· Ten times it was specified that the resurrection would take place on the"third day" (Mat.16:21; 17:23; 20:19; Mark 9:31; 10:34, Luke 9:22; 13:32; 18:33; 24:7,46).
· On five occasions they said, "in three days" (Matthew 26:61; 27:40, Mark 15:29, John 2:19-20).
· Twice they used the phrase, "after three days" (Matthew 27:63, Mark 8:31).
· And one time only Jesus spoke of His death as "three days and three nights" (Matthew 12:40).
· Without question, ALL of these various expressions are used to describe the very same event.
D. Inclusive Reckoning
There is a Specific Method of Counting Time/Days in the Bible called “Inclusive Reckoning”. This is important to understand so that the scriptures are handled properly.
Inclusive Reckoning = involves counting any part of a day as a whole day or a full 24 hour period.
Therefore Jesus did indeed die and was buried on Friday, remained in the tomb all day Saturday and rose early Sunday morning. That’s 3 days using Inclusive Reckoning which is the consistent manner of counting in the scriptures!
E. Jesus was not the first to use The Idiomatic expression “3 days and 3 nights”
*I Sam 30:11-13-Notice that “3 days and 3 nights” was equivalent to “3 days ago”
*Ester 4:16;5:1- Notice that “3 days night or day” was equivalent to “the third day”
F. Notice that the people of Jesus’ day understood the Idiom “3 days 3 nights”
     The Men on the road to Emmaus-Luke 24:21
     The Pharisees-Matt 27:63-64
     Paul- I Cor 15:3-4
G. Moses Counts Days using Inclusive Reckoning-Ex 19:10-22, Ex 19:16-17
H. Jesus Counts Days using Inclusive Reckoning-Luke 13:32
I. The Scriptures Are Clear:
· Jesus Died/Buried on Friday, Preparation Day (Luke 23:44-54)
· Jesus Remained in the Tomb all day Saturday The Sabbath (Luke 23:56)
· Jesus Rose Early Sunday Morning (Mark 16:9)
IV. Where Did Jesus reside during the of 3 days 3 nights                                                                   (Where is “the heart of the earth”)??
A. ….In The Hadean Realm!
Matt 12:40-Jesus said that He would be “in the heart of the earth”
Eph 4:9-Paul said that Jesus descended “into the lower parts of the earth”
Psa 16:10-Teaches that Christ’s soul would dwell in Sheol (Hebrew)-land of the spirits
Acts 2:27-Teaches that Chrit’s soul would dwell in Hades (Greek)-land of the spirits
…and so after His death Jesus’ body lay in a tomb and His soul was in (Sheol/Hades)!
*According to Strong’s Sheol is a subterranean retreat, the underworld (Brown-Diver-Briggs)
*According to the Complete World Dictionary Hades is a Subterranean receptacle for spirits.
*See I Sam 28:13-15 Samuel ascended out of the earth!
B. Jeus compares Himself to Jonah! Where was Jonah for 3 days 3 nights?
…..In The Belly of the fish///In The Belly Of Sheol!!!-Jonah 2:1-3
*Jonah is a Type/ Jesus is the Antitype or reality!         
…Just as Jonah went down to Sheol/Jesus went down to Sheol!
…Just as Jonah rose and was vomited onto dry land/ Jesus rose from Sheol/Hades!! **                 
*Matt 16:18-The gates of hades would prevail against His rising and the building of His church!                                                                

