Modesty: A Question Of The Heart!                                                                                                         I Tim 2:9-10
I. Introduction
   A. Paul Gives Clear Instructions For The Adornment/Dress Of Christian Women. Women must dress in a manner “proper for women professing godliness” (the outward adornment must reflect or be consistent with their faith in God)!
   B. Every day we make decisions regarding our adornment (what we will wear) and these choices are reflective of who we are, what we believe in, and what we are trying to accomplish!
   C. What we choose to wear not only has an effect on others, but it also sends distinct messages and are reflective of what we believe in our hearts!
II. God Is Concerned With Our Adornment/Dress!
   A. Gen 3:21-God Clothed/Covered Adam and Eve after they sinned!
   B. I Tim 2:9-10-God through Paul gives specific instructions for the adornment of Christian Women!
   C. Why instructions specifically for Women and not Men?...In most cultures it is Women who are more focused on Appearance/Dress/Outward adornment thus this will effect their faith, more so than men. Esther (Esther Chapter 2) spent 12 months on beauty treatments before she was presented to the King!
   D. A Woman’s Outer Adornment is Actually a Reflection of Her Inner Adornment!
III. Defining The Words Used By Paul (I Tim 2:9-10) 
· *Women Must Adorn Themselves In Modest Apparel-Well Arranged, Orderly, Proper, Decent with Humility!
· *Women Must Adorn Themselves With Propriety-Sense of Modesty, Shamefacedness (Bashfulness) Reverence, Self-Respect.
· *Women Adorn Themselves With Moderation-Sense of Modesty, Reverence, Sobriety!                  
· *Women Should Not Adorn Themselves With Braided Hair, Gold, Pearls or Costly Clothing! See I Pet 3:3-4
· *Women Should Adorn Themselves In A Manner Proper For Women Professing Godliness!
· Godliness-Devoutness, Piety, Fear, Reverence Towards God!
                                                
IV. What Does Modesty Look Like?
   A. Must there be a certain length of a dress or skirt? What areas of the body must be covered? Are there certain clothes that women should not wear? Where are the Lines to be drawn?
   B. Notice that there are NO SPECIFIC LINES in Paul’s Instructions as MODESTY is determined based upon the norms of different cultures! What may be proper and modest in 1 culture may not be so in another! 
   C. For Example what is modest and proper for a Chinese woman in China (no head covering) may not be modest and proper for a woman in Saudi Arabia (head cover required)!
V. How Woman Can Dress With Modesty and Propriety
   1. Modesty Starts In The Heart! 
    A. I Pet 3:3-6. Honor, respect and reverence towards God begins in the heart and then in expressed Outwardly In Actions and Dress!
    B. A Woman’s Emphasis must be on her Inward Adornment verses her Outward Adornment as her Inward Adornment will ultimately determine her dress!
   C. Matt 5:3-10 Jesus lists the inner qualities/character of Christians!
   D. Gal 5:22-23 Paul lists the fruit produced by the Spirit that should be a part of every Christian!
   *Biblical Modesty…
· Being Modest Is A Profession Of Your Faith In God! (I Tim 2:9)
· Being Modest Shows Your Unfading Beauty As A Gentle and Quiet Spirit! (I Pet 3:4)
· Modesty Is An Act Of Showing Respect As Your Body Is The Temple Of The Holy Spirit! (I Cor 6:19)
· Modesty Demonstrates That Your Hope and Submission Is In God! (Titus 1:2)

    E. How To Accomplish Biblical Modesty…Thru The Renewing of The Mind/Heart! Rom 12:2, Phil 4:8
   2. Recognizing and Understanding That Your Body Is The Temple Of                 The Holy Spirit!
     A. I Cor 6:18-Our Bodies are The Temple Of The Holy Spirit!
     B. We Must therefore dress in a manner that reflects devoutness, piety, respect and reverence for God!
   3. The Teaching Of Jesus Encourages Modesty and Propriety!
     A. Matt 5:13-We Are “The Salt Of The Earth”-Thus we must positively influence others with our Inner and Outer Adornment.
    B. Matt 5:14-16-We Are “The Light Of The World” Thus we must positively influence others with our Inner and Outer Adornment.
    C. 2 Cor 5:20-Paul teaches that we are Ambassadors for Christ!

