Our God Is A Consuming Fire!                                                                                                            Heb 12:28-29
I. Introduction
   A. God Is Perfect In All Of His Attributes: Love, Mercy, Grace, Peace, Goodness, etc. 
   B. Heb 12:28-29 God Is Described as “A Consuming Fire”! What Does That Mean?
II. What Does It Mean When The Scriptures Describe The Lord As   “A Consuming Fire”?
   A. It means that God Is Holy, Righteous, and Just and will therefore Consume and Destroy all that which is Unholy!
   B. It means that God Is A God of Justice and Judgment and therefore will Righteously deal with all Unrighteousness!
   C. Fire refines, improves, and perfects certain metals that it comes into contact with removing impurities. When gold is placed in Fire it refines it (removes dross and impurities) thus perfecting it. Similarly, God refines us, places us through “the fire” (fiery trials) to strengthen, establish and perfect us (I Pet 1:6-7). 
   D. Fire also completely Destroys most items and is associated with Destruction and Judgment! It is in this way that GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE! Heb 12:28-29
   E. To Consume = To Use Up/ To Destroy/ To Annihilate Something!
III. The Eternal God Is Associated With Fire Throughout                            The Scriptures!
   1. Fire Is Associated With The Presence Of The Eternal God!
    A. Ex 24:16-17-The Glory Of The Lord was like a Consuming Fire on Mt Sinai!
    B. Ezek 1:26-28-The Vision of The Lord With Fire revealed to The Prophet Ezekiel!
    C. Ex 3:1-6-The Presence of The Lord and The Burning Bush!
   2. Fire Is Associated With Reverence, Respect and Awe Of God!
    A. Heb 12:28-29-By virtue of the fact that God is A Consuming Fire, we should approach Him with Reverence and Godly Fear!
    B. Ex 19:16-20-The People Feared God At Mt Sinai!
    C. Ex 20:18-20-More fear at Mt Sinai!
   3. Fire Is Associated With The Holiness Of God!
    A. Ex 3:1-6-At the burning bush Moses is told to take off his sandals for the place was holy ground!
   4. Fire Is Associated With God’s Wrath Against Sin!
    A. Deut 4:23-24-God warns Israel against idolatry!
    B. Deut 9:3-God would go before Israel as a Consuming Fire driving out the Unholy Nations in the promised land.
IV. Examples Proving That Our God Is A Consuming Fire
   1. The Example Of Sodom and Gomorrah!
   *Ex 19:23-28-Sodom and Gomorrah were totally Consumed By Fire for their Sexual Immorality!
   2. The Example Of Nadab and Abihu!
    *Lev 10:1-3-Nadab and Abihu were totally Consumed By Fire for offering strange fire to The Lord!
   3. The Example Of The Return Of Jesus To The Earth With Fire!
    A. 2 Thess 1:6-10
    B. 2 Pet 3:10-13
    C. Rev 20:11-15

