Rev Chapter 9: The 6th Trumpet Announced Upon The Earth:                                                                                  The Judgment Of External Invasion!                                                                                                                                 Rev 9:13-21
I. Introduction (Review)
   A. Rome Was Judged and Brought Down By God Through Natural Disasters (Rev 8) Moral Decay (Rev 9:1-12)  and Invasion from its enemies (Rev 9:13-21). 
   B. Rev 8 Documents THE NATURAL DISASTERS Brought upon the Earth that effected 1/3 of mankind to get Rome to repent of their idolatries and persecution of the saints of God! 
   C. When The First Trumpet Sounded The Earth Was Struck, When The Second Trumpet Sounded The Seas Were Struck, When The Third Trumpet Sounded The Waters, Rivers and Springs Were Struck, and When The Fourth Trumpet Was Sounded The Heavens Were Struck!
  D. The Message Of The First 4 Trumpets is God Is Bringing Judgment On Rome In The Form Of NATURAL DISASTERS to get Rome To Repent!
  E. The Fifth Trumpet is Sounded: A Star Is Fallen From Heaven and was given The Key to The Bottomless Pit! (Rev 9:1-12). The STAR is believed to be Satan who fits the description in Rev 9:11 (The King/Angel over the Abyss/The  Bottomless Pit which is the abode of Evil Spirits)!
  F. The Plague Brought forth by The Locust set free from the Abyss That Effects Only Those Outside of Christ may possibly be MORAL DECAY: Painful, Debilitating, Sexually Transmitted Diseases due to rampant Sexual Immorality From The Roman Idolatry!
II. The Sixth Trumpet Announced Upon The Earth/Rome:                   External Invasion! 
  A. Rev 9:13-21-John heard a voice from the four Horns of The Golden Altar Before God saying to the 6th angel to release the 4 angels bound at the Great River Euphrates!
  B. The 4 angels were released to Kill 1/3 of mankind as a Partial Judgment Of Rome!
  C. The River Euphrates was a NATURAL BARRIER to the enemies of Rome, The Parthians to the East. When the barrier is eliminated (the Euphrates died up) the enemies of Rome can easily attack!
  *Waterways and Bodies of Water are sometimes Natural Barriers that can protect Nations from harm! England was protected in WWII by The English Channel and The United States was protected by The Atlantic Ocean in the East from Germany, and by The Pacific Ocean in The West from Japan! Thus, The Euphrates protected Rome from its enemies for a time.
  D. Rev 16:12-When the Great River Euphrates was dried up, this allowed the Kings from the East (The Parthians) to invade Rome and cause death and destruction!
  E. Isa 8:5-8-When God judged Israel The Assyrians crossed The Euphrates! Thus crossing The EUPHRATES became a Symbol of God’s Coming Judgment!
  F. God’s Forces Of Vengeance (The 4 Angels At The Euphrates) were held in restraint at the border until a Time Determined by God!
  G. Rev 9:13-15-AT the determined time the 4 Angels bound at The Euphrates were released to KILL 1/3OF MANKIND!
  H. Rev 9:16-19 John sees a Vision/Picture of The Judgment of The External Invasion! The Vision includes Brimstone, Fire, and Smoke (A Reminder of The Judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah)! 
  I. Rev 9:20-21-The Results of The Judgment: Those not killed by the plague refused to repent of their idolatries, murders, theft and sexual immorality!
  H. Despite The Natural Disasters, Moral Decay, and External Invasion the people of Rome refused to repent! They had HARDENED HEARTS!
  I. However, even in Judgment we see the MERCY, PATIENCE, and LOVE OF GOD! God does not immediately destroy Rome for its sins, He first Judges them to get them to turn and repent!
  J. Ezek 18:21-23, Ezek 33:11, 2 Pet 3:9-God finds no pleasure in destroying the wicked! God is longsuffering and wants all to come to repentance!

